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For Immediate Release
LIBRARY POLICY ON DISPLAYING POSTERS AND LEAFLETS
Margaret Dewar, portfolio holder with responsibility for libraries, said: "Our library staff were acting in accordance with clear policy guidelines agreed by political members some years ago.

"The aim of the policy is to be inclusive and to respect the multicultural and religious diversity of the people of Buckinghamshire. Because of the sheer number of groups this potentially involves, this means we tend not to display posters and leaflets concerning religious, political or sexual preference groups, to avoid unfair discrimination. 

"I know it sounds a bit 'bah, humbug' but as a council we know that not all religions represented in Buckinghamshire celebrate Christmas - with or without carol services. 

"My understanding is that this policy was clearly explained to, and accepted by, this particular church representative at the time.

"I accept that people who do not have the responsibility of helping promote an inclusive society might see this as nitpicking or jobsworth, but our library staff would soon be heavily criticised if they allowed, for example, an extremist sect to publicise its activities.

"This particular case has given rise to a lot of public comment and concern and, in the light of this, I propose to look at the policy again."
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